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&éth January, 1929 > 


Madame Anatole Le Dray, 
c/o lirs. H. P. Davison, 
4 Bast 66th Street, 


New York City 


Dear Mrs. Le Bray: 


1 an sorry not to have seen you when you Were here 
yesterday and trust to mcet you again before you leave Ameriea. 


Concerning the Victoria Cross awarded to Timothy O*Hea, I ean 


“easily give you a multitude of references as this medai is mentioned 
in every book of the Victoria Cross, which was created by Yoyal war- 


rant 29th danuary, 1956, and additional royal warrant i0th August, | 
1858, for extending the V.C. te cases of conspicuous courage displayet 


‘under circumstances of danger but not before the enemy. The whole ks 
warrant is completely given in “Medals and Decorations of the, Army and> ~ 


' by John Horsley Mayo, Constable & Co., 1597, Vol. If, p.462. He 
further states, ‘The cnly grant under the above warrant was fo Private 
Timothy OtHea, lst Battalion Rifle Brigade, for his courageous gonduct 


on occasion of a fire which oceurmed in a railway war containing \ 
ammunition in Canada. it was notified in the London Gazette of st 


January, 1867.' The above aarrant was virtually abrogated by that of 
23d April, 1881, which defined the qualifications te be conspicuous 
pravery or devotion to the country in presence of the enemy. Further 
information concerning the above warrant can be found in 'The V.C. 
and D.S.0.', edited by Creigh and Hunmphris, which carries the Victoria 
Cross up to 1920; the warrants for this are on page xiii. Algo, see. . 
"Te History of the Vietoria Cross' by Philip a Wilkins, London,1904, 


where this warrant may be found on page 384. 


Concerning the deed of Timothy O'Hea, who was awarded the 327th 
Victoria Cross, the official notice appeared in the London Gazette, 


Ist January, 1867. Wilkins, on page 205, states: ‘Canada, 1866. 


Timothy O'Hea, Private of First Pattalion Rifle Prigade, As will be 
geen on referring to Rule 5 of the Victoria Cross warrant, the decora- 
tion could not originally be awarded except for acts performed in the 
presence of the enemy, but on August 10, 1858,a new clause was in- 
serted in the order and under that rule Private O'Hea was awarded the 
decoration wight years later, being the only.man who has benefited 

by the change. On January 9, 1666, a railway van carrying 2,000 ibs. 


ef ammunition caught fire at Danville Station while on the way from 
_  Quebeo to Montreal in Canada. While the guard was hesitating what to 
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fhe Book of the Vietoria Cress. Major Rupert Stewart, London, 1916, p.367. 


‘The Medal Collector. Stanley C. Johnson, Jondon 19 


do under such terrible circumstances, O'Hea kept his nerve and Poe 

geizing the keys opened the van doors, calling for watérrand a ladder 3 
He tore the coverings from the cases, discovered the. source of the fire, — 
and by his example it was suppressed and a frightful explosion averted. — A 
Some years ago, this brave man was lost in the Australian Push and no | q 
trace of him ever found. | ‘ . 


Other references: 


Creigh & Humphris, p.83. _ \ we 
Yar Ifedals of the British Army. ‘Thomas Carter, London 1893, p. 534. — 
The Book of the V.C. A.l..Haydon, London 1906, De 1350, eras j a. 
The Victoria Cross, Its Heroes and Their Valour. D.H.Parry, 1913,).223. 
Britaén's Roll of hlory or the Vietory Cross. D.H.Parry, 1898, p.208. oe 
For Valour: The Victoria Cross. J.F.)iuddock, London 1895, p.i65. °_ 


War Medals and Their History. W.Augustua Steward, London,1915, p.540. Sh 

The edals of Our Miehting Hen. “Stanley Ce Johnson, Tondon(no date),p.65. 
onmand 4 otis. oo ee 

Ribbons and Medals. Commander H.T.Dorlind, Iondon,1919, pe 22, 


% have given you this large number of references so thas if 
English friend wishes to take the trouble he ean find plenty of — 
evidence concerning the Victoria Cress now in the possession of the 
American Numismatic Society. rae 


your 


8 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


